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[Abstract)

It is obvious that foreign policies should be beneficial to the nation itself.
When a neighboring nation becomes a potential threat, foreign policies should
be reconsidered. As for Japan’s foreign policies, they basically have not
changed even after People’s Republic of China (PRC) became a huge threat.
However, from the beginning of this century, the attitude of the Japanese
government towards the PRC has finally started to change, and in contrast,
the relationship with Taiwan has been reinforced. This paper raises several
factors of the domestic Japanese politics that worked as a driving force for the
gradual paradigm shift inside the governing party (LDP). For instance, under
the new electoral system, members of the Parliament became more sensitive
to the public, including foreign relations. The shrinking role of factions and
the institutional revision to strengthen the power of the Prime Minister have
also worked as factors to reconsider foreign policies in Japan. And it was
Shinzo Abe who appeared as a strong conservative leader in taking the helm
of the nation and accelerated the paradigm shift. Although plural factors have
functioned for the paradigm shift, the factors above were not mentioned in
previous studies; therefore, this paper should serve as a material for new

discussions.
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